Reverend Darren E. Butler Sr.
Artist Profile

Reverend Darren E. Butler Sr. was born to be a minister of music. Deeply rooted in the church and
gospel music, his earliest childhood memories are of the rich, deliberate tones that resonated from the
organ or piano his father, George Butler, played during many a Sunday service. His mother, Bernice
Butler, too, was a keyboard player and lovely psalmist, who was a recording artist with her sisters. The
sights of his parents' talents being used in the ministry delighted young Darren. The sounds, however,
not only enthralled him, they became so ingrained in his psyche, and in his soul, that the first time he
ventured to play the piano, he already knew how. There were other strong musical influences, even
some from outside his family and the church. Altogether, the result after nearly forty years of life, is a
divine gift, nurtured here on earth, that Rev. Butler has for composing a diversity of beautiful music and
writing lyrics, all to the glory of God. In Rev. Butler’s words, “Music allows me to express the love
relationship I have with the Lord and to allow individuals to realize that they can have the same love
relationship with Him.”

Accepting the call to become a pastor eight years ago, Rev. Butler today is Pastor of The Gospel Church
in Hicksville, N.Y., a ministry he described as having “an intense desire to interact with people from all
cultures, ethnicities and nationalities.” He also is Minister of Music at Bethel AME Church in Freeport,
N.Y., where Dr. Harry J. White I is Pastor. In addition, Rev. Butler is the MPC Youth Choir
accompanist, working with the group’s director, Natalie Bethea, at Memorial Presbyterian Church
(MPC) in Roosevelt, N.Y., where Rev. Reginald Tuggle is Pastor. Rev. Butler’s aspirations, as related
to his music and his ministry, are “to be established as a successful songwriter and publisher (he has
written more than 125 songs) and to allow the Creative Arts Ministry at The Gospel Church to grow to a
level of professional excellence and state-of-the-art relevance.” He also has an ever-increasing desire to
mentor younger artists, especially in the discipline of music ministry.

In 2000, Rev. Butler began working with Qarenizy, a Christian and gospel music quartet founded in
1999 by Dr. Stanley Ralph, Minister of Music at MPC. The quartet’s members — Natalie Bethea, Jolene
McClean, JuJu Quinnonez, and Nichell Taylor Bryant — relish singing the Lord’s praises and are blessed
to have nearly all of their music written by Rev. Butler. His musical styling and lyrical genius have

been the perfect recipe for OBerenity 5 successful and distinctive sound. “QOPererity,” Rev. Butler said, “is
a group of young ladies that has a unique ability to express my music. Also, they are a group of women
with whom I feel a sibling-like camaraderie.” Rev. Butler and QO®aremiy s work together includes

ministering through concerts, singing at church services and special events. The group also is in the
recording studio.

Highlights of Rev. Butler’s musical resume through the years include a recording in 1987 of a 12-inch
single titled “Arise and Build,” which he co-wrote with Kirk Lyons Sr. The single was released by his
former place of worship, the Fountain of Life Church in Uniondale, N.Y., where Bishop Norman Lyons
Jr. is Pastor. Rev. Butler also participated in a live recording of his song “Leave Them There,” during
Mike Brooks’ 1992 Conference as part of the Young Artists for Christ Workshop. In 1994, Rev. Butler
played live for “Mom and Pop” Winans as well as for Alvin Slaughter at a concert in New York City.
Most recently Rev. Butler was invited to grace the silver screen in the role of a keyboard player in the
band of a rap artist portrayed by comedian/actor Damon Wayans in the movie “Marci X slated for
release in 2003.

Rev. Butler lives in Freeport and is married to the ever-endearing Patricia Butler. The couple has four
children: Qiana, Adara, Kimberly and Darren Jr.; and a grandson, Isaiah.
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