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Two Hundred Children with Diabetes from Across America llead to Washington
D.C. for Children's Congress 2001

Child Delegates and Cetebrity Advocates Testify at Senate Hearing on Juvenile Diabetes

(New York, NY-June 19, 2001) -Two hundred children with diabetes fromthroughout the

country have been selected to take an emotional pilgrimage to Capitol Hill to remind Congress and

the Adminisffation of the critical need to find a cure for the insidious disease they live with every

day.

Children with Type 1, or juvenile, diabetes - ages 2 to lT,representing all 50 states, the

District of Columbia and Puerto Rico - will converge on the nation's capital to tell their stories and

urge lawmakers to increase funds for diabetes research during the Juvenile Diabetes Research

Foundation Lrternational (IDRF)* Children's Congress 2001 to be held in Washington D'C. from

l|fne 24 to 27 . T\e event, led by JDRF Intemational Chairman Mary Tyler Moore, will include

Congressional visits by the child delegates and a Senate hearing on June Z6th 110:00 a.m., Senate

Subcommittee on lnvestigations) where Ms. Moore, select child delegates, celebrity advocates,

researchers and business leaders will testifu. The celebrity advocates joining Ms. Moore will

include Academy Award winning actor Kevin Kline, l0-year-old Jonathan Lipnicki of Stuart

Little fame, and Captain James A. Lovell Jr., commander of the legendary Apollo 13 space

mission (see attached media advisory for full listing of hearing panelists).

The President and Laura W. Bush are Honorary Co-Chairs of Children's Congress

2001, Congressional Co-Chairs are Representative George Nethercutt (R-Wash.), Representative

Diana DeGette (D-Colo.), Senator John Breaux (D-La.) and Senator Susan Collins (R-Maine). The

Senate hearing on juvenile diabetes is chaired by Senator Carl Levin @-Mich.). To date, there are

over 356 Members of Congfess on the Children's Congress Honorary Committee'

Mary Tyler Moore, JDRF Intemational Chairman, will once again lead the way for the

delegates. "I've worked with young people who have diabetes before, and I call them my heroes

because of their arrnzingattitude," Ms. Moore said, reflecting on her first Children's Congress

experience. "But to see these determined youngsters over the course of a weekend in a united effort

and to watch them with public officials and in testimony 'tell it like it is' was an experience that

exceeded my expectations." Ms. Moore has had juvenile diabetes for more ttran 30 years.

-----more-----
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Carol Rowley is the Chair of Children's Congress 2001, which has twice as ilumy delegates

as the first event in 1999. Mrs. Rowley, her husband, Kyle; ll-year-old daughter, Caroline, who

was diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes atage 6; and Caroline's siblings Brett and Paige, all together,

are the designated Chair Family.

".We must continue to educate our elected officials," Mrs. Rowley said. "With the

continuing efforts of these child delegates, govemment leadership will find it diffrcult to forget the

promise they have made to us to help find a cure for diabetes."

The newly-selected child delegates will follow in the footsteps of their predecessors from

the first Children's Congress, held in 1999, nraising national awareness about Type 1 diabetes and

participating in personal advocacy at the highest level of United States govemment. In this once-in-

alifetime experience, the delegates also will reinforce the powerful mantra of the first Children's

Congress, "Promise to Remember Me", in a tremendous and unified effort to rouse national

attention.

kr Type 1 diabetes - the most serious and complicated form of the disease - a person's

pancreas stops producing insulin, the hormone that enables people to get energy from food. To

survive, people with Type 1 must test their blood sugar four or more times a day by pricking their

fingers for blood, and then put insulin in their bodies through multiple daily injections. While trying

to balance insulin injections with the amount of food eaten (which raises blood sugar) and exercise

taken (which lowers blood sugar), people with Type 1 diabetes must constantly be prepared for

potential hypoglycemic (low blood sugar) and hyperglycemic (high blood sugar) reactions, which

are life-threatening. The devastating complications of diabetes are blindness, heart attack, kidney

failure, stoke, nerve damage and amputations. While usually diagnosed in childhood, it is also

diagnosed in adults. Type 1 diabetes affects more than 1 million Americans. Each day, 35 children

are diagnosed.

JDRF, the world's leading nonprofit, nongovemmental funder of diabetes research, was

founded in 1970 by the parents of children with juvenile diabetes-a disease which strikes children

suddenly, makes them insulin dependent for life, and carries the constant threat of devastating

complications. Since inception, JDRI'has provided more than $410 million to diabetes research

worldwide. In 2001 alone, the Foundation will spend $120 million. Eighty-five cents of every

dollar goes directly to research and education about research. JDRF's mission is constant: to find a

cure for diabetes and its complications through the support of research. For more information, visit

the website at wwwjdrf.org, or call 800-533-CURE, ext. 536 or 524.

*The Juvenile Diabetes Foundation International (JDF) recently changed its name to the

Juv enile Diabetes Res earch F oundation International (JDRF).

EDITOR's NOTE: See anaehed media advisory for additional information on Senate
hearing und all press opportunities during Children's Congress.


