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Mary Tyler Moore Leads 200 Children with Diabetes from Across America
to Washington D.C. for Children’s Congress 2003
Moore, Children to Testify at Senate Hearing;
Secretary Tommy G. Thompson to Lead Town Hall Meeting;
Country Music Star Steve Wariner to Sing with Delegates at Capitol

(Washington D.C.—June 18, 2003) —Some 200 children from throughout the U.S. will make
an emotional pilgrimage to Capitol Hill next week to remind Congress and the Administration
of the critical need to find a cure for a disease they live with every day— juvenile diabetes.

Children with juvenile (type 1) diabetes—ages 2 to 17, representing all 50 states and the
District of Columbia—will converge on Washington, D.C. to tell their stories and urge
lawmakers to help find a cure, during the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation’s Children’s
Congress 2003, June 21 to 25. Children’s Congress, led by JDRF International Chairman
Mary Tyler Moore, will include hundreds of personal Congressional visits with the children
and their legislators, and a hearing at the Senate Committee on Government Affairs. On
Tuesday, Ms. Moore, children, researchers, and an islet transplant patient will testify on the
urgent need for continued funding to find a cure for diabetes.

In addition to the Senate hearing, Children’s Congress includes: U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy G. Thompson, the nation's leading advocate
for the health and welfare of all Americans, along with Dr. Allen Spiegel, Director of the
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases of the National Institutes of
Health, leading a Town Hall Meeting for the delegates on Monday, June 23, at the JW
Marriott Grand Ballroom; country music star Steve Wariner singing with the chorus of young
delegates at the Capitol; and a dinner at which Speaker of the House J. Dennis Hastert will
receive the Children’s Congress Hero Award for his support for a cure for diabetes.
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In their Senate testimony, Ms. Moore and the children with diabetes will thank Members
of Congress for passing the Special Juvenile Diabetes Research Program late last year, and
ask them to support the Pancreatic Islet Cell Transplantation Act of 2003, as well as a 10
percent increase in overall funding for medical research at the National Institutes of Health.

“The moms and dads who founded JDRF knew that insulin injections were not the cure
for their children with juvenile diabetes. But just like the Wright Brothers knew man could
fly, JDRF’s families knew there had to be a way to replace the insulin-producing islet cells
destroyed by this disease, and they committed their resources toward that end,” said Ms.
Moore, who has had juvenile diabetes for more than 35 years.

“Today, islet transplantation is one of the more promising approaches to achieving a cure
for juvenile diabetes—but, because the current state-of-the-art requires a lifetime of
immunosuppression, it is not appropriate for use with our children and most adults.
Significant additional research is needed to make the procedure safe and available to all who
might benefit, including me and our Children’s Congress delegates. Sustained growth in
funding for research and passage of the Pancreatic Islet Cell Transplantation Act are key
pieces of the puzzle needed to turn islet transplantation into a safe and viable cure for the well
over 1 million Americans with juvenile diabetes,” she added.

JDREF is the largest charitable funder of juvenile diabetes research worldwide. As a result
of JDRF funding, advocacy, and leadership, there have been significant recent breakthroughs
in type 1 research.

Children’s Congress has been held every other year since 1999, and it has become the
largest media and grassroots event held in support of finding a cure for juvenile diabetes,
raising national awareness about juvenile diabetes and participating in personal advocacy at
the highest level of United States government. The President and Laura W. Bush are
Honorary Co-Chairs of Children’s Congress 2003; Congressional Co-Chairs are Senator
Susan Collins (R-ME), Senator John Breaux (D-LA), Representative George Nethercutt (R-
WA), and Representative Diana DeGette (D-CO). This year, seven honorary international
delegates have joined Children’s Congress from Denmark, Belgium, Australia, Canada,
Israel, and the United Kingdom.

Omaha Nebraska’s Rik Bonness, a former NFL player, is Chair of Children’s Congress
2003. Along with his wife, Shannon, and sons, 15-year-old Alex and 18-year-old Eric, both
of whom have juvenile diabetes, they serve as the designated Chair Family.

“When all 200 children share their personal stories about juvenile diabetes and all that
they have to endure on a daily basis, it greatly helps elected officials understand why finding
a cure is so critically important,” said Mr. Bonness. “The children’s mantra is ‘Promise to
Remember Me’, but delegates do such an amazing job at putting a human face on a very
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